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BETWEEN A SAINT AND AN ENQUIRER 
AFTER TRUTH. 


Enquirer: Sir, I understand you are 
a member of the Church called Latter- 
Day Saints. Why is the Church called 
by that name ? 

Saint: The term Saint is aso'd as 
Adam, and has been in use in all ages 
and dispensations as a sacred name ap- 
plied to the people of God by igspira- 
tion, but more especially a plied by 
the sacred writers to the people of God 
in the last days. Enoch, speaking of 
the latter day glory, says, “'lhe Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints. 
Daniel, in speaking of the latter day 
lory often, uses the term “ saints.” 

e Psalms speak of the people of God 
in the latter day, saying, “ Gather my 
saints together unto me;” and John 
the Revelator, in speaking of the latter 
day events, says, ‘“ Here is the patience 
and faith of the saints.” For all these 


and many other reasons we consider 
that the people of God should be dis- 
tinguished by no other name but tlrat of 
Saints, the term Latter-Day being 
appended as merely expressive of the 
gee ot dispensation in which we live. 


Enquirer: But there are millions 
who profess to be the people of God who 
are called various names, such as Caiho- 
lics, Methodists, Episcopalians, Protes- 
tants, and many others. Is it wrong for 
the children of God to be distinguished 
by these several names ? 

Saint : It doubtless is very erroneous, 
for as much as they are nowhere known 
in Scripture, except in a prediction of 
John, where he describes Babylon as 
full of names of blasphemy. 

Enquirer: What! are these names 
blasphemy ? 

Saint: It vould seem they are, as 
they are a great insult to Christ, and, a 
mockery of godliness. Would it not be 
an insult or mockery fora wife to refuse 
to take the name of her husband, and to 
take the names of several other men ? 
Or rather, for several women who were 
not called by his name to profess to be 
his wives ? | 

Enquirer: Jt certainly would. But 
what are the principles of the Latter-day 
Saints? for certainly the name alone 
cannot constitute them saints. 

Saint: No; the name alone can 
never make them aaints.. In order to be 
a saint, a person must keep the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of 


‘ 
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Jesus, and also take the name. 

Enquirer: Do the saints consider it 
essential to salvation to keep the com- 
mandments of God ? 

Saint: Certuinly. “He that heareth 
these sayings of mine,” says Christ, 
“and doeth them is like a man who 
built his house upon a rock,” &c. Again, 
Christ has said, “‘ Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things that I say ?” 
and again, “ Not every one that saith 
unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter intu the 
_ kingdom of heaven, but he that shall 

do the will of my father which is in 
heaven.” 

Enquirer : What must we do to come 
into his fold, and to kcep his com- 
mandments ? 

Saint: We must believe in Jesus 
Christ, repent of our sins, and be 
baptized in his name, and then he has 
promised to forgive our sins, and grant 
us his holy spirit, by the aid of which 


we shal] be enabled to understand and 


do our further duties. 

Enquirer: What is it to believe in 
Jesus Christ ? 

Saint: It is to believe his word and 
promises, and the testimony of his 
servants. 

Enquirer : What is it to repent? 

Saint: It is to turn from our sins 
and humbly confess, and forsake them, 
and also to make restitution to those 
whom we have wronged. 

Enquirer: What is it to be baptized 
in his name? 

Saint: It is to be buried in the water 
in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and rise again out of the 
water, and this to be administered to us 
by one sent of God, and having autho- 
rity to administer in holy things. 

’ Enquirer—How do we prove that 
baptism is a burial ? 

Saint.—Christ has said we must be 
born again of? water and the Spirit, in 
order to our admission into the kingdom 
of God. . Now, our first virth was a 
change of element. We came forth 
from being immerse@ in water into the 
world, and began to breathe the air for 
the first time. This was our natural 
birth, and no one can be born again of 


water short of being again immersed in 
it and coming forth from it, as in the 
natural birth. Nothing short of an 
actual immersion and again coming forth 
into a change of element can possibly be 
considered a birth by any one who 
knows any thing of nature, or of lan- 

uage. Again, Paul calls baptism a 
burial in his writings to the Romans, 
He tells them they were “ buried with 
him in baptism.” 

baptism to be 
a burial,!still, would not infant baptism 
answer every purpose ? 

Saint.—No; ause faith and re- 
pentance are necessary before baptism, 
without which the ordinance is of no 
manner of use, and not only so, but 
Christ has commissioned his servants to 
reach to them, to teach them, and then 

aptize them; and has promised that 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not shall 
be damned. Now if this commission is 
to be applied to infants, they will all be 
damned, both baptized and unbaptized, 
for all that this commission — to 
must be damned except they believe, 
and.this will apply to baptized ones and 
unbaptized ones. Now, no one will hold 
that all infants are damned; thierefore 
no one will consistently apply this com- 
mission or any part of it to infants. 

Ex juirer —You seem to make this 
matter very plain, were it not for one 
thing, and that is this: The reflection 
arises that millions of people have had 
no other baptism but infant sprinkling, 
and it is painful to think that they are 
all in error, and that those who have 
died will not enter the kingdom of God. 
What then will become of them ? 

Saint.—Those who have not had the 
gospel in its purity and fulness in this 
world must have it preached to them 
after they are dead, that they-may be 
judged according to men in the flesh, 
and live according to God in the spirit 
This objection might be made with equal 
propriety by the hundreds of milli " 
of Pagans, for there have many millions 
more died in the faith of Paganism than 
those who have died in the faith of per- 
verted Christianity in all its various 
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forms. Now these Pagans were quite 
as precious in the sight of God as those 
who have lived and died in error under 
the perverted forms of tke Christian 
religion. Now the same answer will 
apply to both. They must have the 
gospel in the life to come or they cannot 
enjoy the presence of God in the celestial 
glory. (See Peter's epistles). 
Enquirer.—But how came all Ohrist- 
endom to be so long inerror on these 
subjects ? 
Saint.—The Roman Catholic Church 
the whore of all the earth) handed 
aot this error of infant baptism for 
many and the Protestants never 
reformed it, therefore it still exists. 
Enquirer.—But could not ministers 


, 


who are sent of God ia the different 


sects have detected this error, seein 
they are sent ty minister salvation, an 
salvation depends on the gospel in its 
fulness and purity. 

Saint.—The fact that they continued 
in this error proves to a demonstration 
that God did not send them, for when 
he sends them he reveals to them his 
truth, and they know the truth, and are 


made free by it, and are sent to bear 
witness of thetruth. “ He that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.” But if more 
proof was roam] that they are not sent 


of God, we may have it from their own 
doctrine, for their doctrine is that God 
has given no revelation for many hun- 
dred years. Now if this be the case, 
how could he sendthem? He can only 
send men by revelation. And the 
Roman CatholicChurch being once cor- 
rupted, could not hand down a true 
priesthood any more than a thistle can 
produce a fig. aia 
Enquirer.—It appears, then, that the 
whole Church in the wilderness 
of apostacy and corruption for many 
centuries. But pray, sir, tell me, how 
did the Latter-Day Saints first originate. 
or from what source did they first obtain 
their priesthood and ordinances? Have 
they come down in purity from the days 
of the apostles, and been hid up in some 
detached or secluded part of the earth, 
where, unknown and undisturbed, they 
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were enabled to keep the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus unmixed 
and uncemtaminated by the dark mists 
of a which overspread the rest of 
the world ? Have they new burst forth 
from this retirement, as the champions 
of truth, to arouse the world from its 
‘long slumber, and to usher in the latter 
day glory? 

Saint.—Some of those who held the 
holy priesthood in ancient times, the 
priesthood which is after the power of 
an endless life, without beginning of 
days or end of years—some of those, 1 
pnb being raised from the dead, and 
others translated; still hold the apostle- 
ship and priesthood ; and it has pleased .«. 
God to send them as holy angels to earth 
to reintroduce the pure gospel, and to 
commission and ordain the first instru- 
ments of the Latter-day Saints; and 
through this means the Church has been 
raised up, the ordinances and gifts res- 
tored, and thus the latter day glory has 
dawned upon the world, to prepare the 
way for the resturation of Israel, and the 
second coming of the Messiah. 

Enquirer.—This is indeed glorious 
news, if it be really true; but what are 
the evidences on which these important 
matters rest ? 

Saint.—-The ministering of angels, 
the visions and the revelations made to 
the founders of the Church of Latter- 
Day Saints, are well established by the 
testimony of many witnesses, the greater 
part of whom are yet alive, but some are 
fallen asleep. These all testified that. 
they had heard, and seen, and handled * 
of the things which are now revealed ; 
and, moreover, the Holy Spirit attends 
the ministering of the Saints, and con- 
firms the word with signs and wonders, 
and gifts and might Reaieen, by the 
enjoyment of which the saints who 
hearken to the testimony of these wit- 
nesses are enabled to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and to add their 
testimony to those of the first witnesses ; 
and thus a great and marvellous work is 
pre on among the children of men; 
and thus many things which were re- 
vealed and published some ten or twelve 
years since are now being fulfilled in the 
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eyes of every candid observer who has 


paid any attention to these things. 


Enguirer.—But is it not possible that 


‘these thousands of saints who testify to 
- visions, angels, revelations, and gifts, 


are all deceived by imagination or by 
some vain and delusive spirit ? 
Saint.—The same question might be 
asked with equal propriety in regard to 
all the angels, visions, and revelations 
which were enjoyed by the ancients, 
and recorded in the Bible, as _ these 
modern manifestations are quite as well 
authenticated as the ancient, and a 
modern man is no more liable to be 
deceived or to deceive others than were 
the ancients. But if there be need of 
caution in this matter when so well 
authenticated, then how much need have 
we to be cautious how we embrace those 
systems which do not even profess to be 
revealed from heaven, and which offer 
no testimony whatever of their being 
true; for instance, the Church of En- 
gland, Methodists, and other modern 
sects, can neither bring Scripture, nor 
angels, visions, revelations, or any thin 
else to prove that God has instituted 
their churches or systems of worship ; 
on the contrary, they declare that God 
has revealed nothing to any man for 
more than a thousand years past, and 
that the Scripture order of things is done 
away for ever, and their senseless forms 
without power instituted in its stead. 
ENQuiReER: Really, sir, I must say 
that the great truths you have set before 
me are reasonable and evident; and I 
am inclined to embrace the truth, and 
to cast my lot among the saints. But 
is there no preparation on my part which 
will make me more fit to repent and be 
baptized? Or must not God first do 
something to make me worthy ? 
Saints No; God has done all on 
his part, aod has sent you the gospel of 
reconcihation; and the first thing he 
requires of you is to repent and be bap- 
tized in his name for remission of sins, 
and then he has promised to remit your 
sins and give you the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. -Now, if you believe him, come 
now, and take him at his word, for if 


yon tarry till you are better, you will 


— never come at all. 


I must now close this conversation b 
forewarning you that the day of the 
Lord is at hand, and not many years 
hence the Son of God will be revenled 
from heaven; and then all the wicked 
will be destroyed from the earth, and 
the saints of the Most High will possess 
the whole earth, and reign for ever and 


ever.—AMEN. 


INTERESTING NEWS FROM 
ALEXANDRIA ayp JERUSALEM. 
Letter from Elder Hyde. 


Alexandria, Nov. 22, 1841. 
Dear Brother l’ratt, 

A few minutes now offer 
for me to write, and I improve them in 
writing to you. 

I have only time to say that I have 
seen Jerusalem precisely according to 
the vision which T had. I saw no one 
with me in the vision; and althqngh 
Elder Page was — to acconrpany 
me there, yet I found myself there 
alone. 

The Lord knows that I have had a 
hard time, and suffered much, but I 
have great reason to thank him that f 
enjoy good health at present, and have 
a prospect before me of soon going toa 
civilized country, where I shall see no 
more turbans or camels. The heat is 
most oppressive, and has been all through 
Syria. 

I have not time to tell you how many 
days I have been at sea, without food, or 
how many snails I have eaten; but if I 
had had plenty of them, I should have 
done very well. All this is contained in 
a former letter to you written from Java. 

I have been at Cairo, on the Nile, 
because I could not get a passage direct. 
Syria isin a dreadfal state—a war of 
extermination is going on between the 
Druses and Catholics. At the time! 
was at Beyroote a battle was fought in 
the mountains of Lebanon, near that 
place, and about 800 killed. Robberies, 
thefts, and murders are daily being 
committed. It is no uncommon thing 
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‘, find persons in the street without 
heads. An English officer, in goin 
from St. Jean d’Acre to Beyroote, foun 
ten persons murdered in the street, and 
was bimeellf taken prisoner, but was res- 
cued by the timely interference of the 
Pacha. The particulars of all these 
things are contained in a former letter. 
Au American traveller, by the name 
of Gager, who was a licensed minister 
of the Congregational or Presbyterian 
Church, left Serums in compan 
with me. He was very unwell with the 
jaundice when we left, and at Damietta 
we bad to perform six days’ quarantine 
before we ascended the Nile. On our 
passage up he was taken very ill with a 
fever, and became helpless. I waited 
and tended upon him as well as our 
circumstances would allow; and when 
we landed at Bulack, I got fuur men to 
take him to the American consul’s, in 
Cairo, on a litter; I also took all his 
age there, and assisted in puttin 
him upon a bed—employed a goo 
faithful Arabian nurse, = the English 
doctor. After the physician had ex- 
amined him, he told me that he was 
very low with a typhus fever, and that 
it would be doubtful whether he re- 
covered, Under these circumstances I 
left him to obtain a passage to this place. 
After I had gone on board a boat, and 
was just about pushing off, a letter came 
from the doctor, stating that poor Mr. 
Gager died in about two hours after I 
left him. He told me before we arrived 
at Cairo that he was 27 years of age, 
and his friendslived in Norwich,Connec- 
ticut, near New London, I think. There 
are many particulars concerning his 
death which would be interesting to his 
friends, but I have no time to write them 
how. 
On Sunday morning, October 24, a 
good while before day, I arose from 


, and went out of the city as soon. 


as the gates were opened, crossed the 
brook'Cedron, and went upon the Mount 
of Olives, and there, in solemn silence, 


with pen, ink, and paper, just as I saw 


in the vision, offered up the followin 
prayer to him who lives for ever 
ever 
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“O Thou! who art from everlasting 
to everlasting, eternally and unchange- 
ably the same, even the God who rules 
in the heavens above, and controls the 
destinies of men on the earth, wilt Thou 
not condescend, through thine infinite 
goodness and royal favour, to listen to 
the prayer of thy servant which he this 
day offers up unto thee in the name of 
thy holy child Jesus, upon this land 
where the Sun of Righteousness sat in 
blood, and thine Anointed One expired. © 

“ Be pleased, O Lord, to forgive all 
the follies, weaknesses, vanities, and 
sins of thy servant, and strengthen him 
to resist all future temptations. Give 
him prudence and discernment that he 
may avoid the evil, and a heart to choose 
the good ; give him fortitude to bear up 
under trying and adverse circumstances, 
and grace to endure all things for thy 
name’s sake, until the end shall come, 
when all the saints shall rest in peace. 

* Now, O Lord! thy servant has been 
obedient to the heavenly vision which 
thou gavest him in his native land; and 
under the shadow of thine outstretched 
arm, he has safely arrived in this place 
to dedicate and consecrate this land unto 
Thee, for the gathering together of 
Judah’s scattered remnants, according 
-to the predictions of the holy_prophets— 
for the building up of Jerusalem again 
after it has been trodden down by thre 
Gentiles so long, and for rearing a 
temple in honour of thy name. Ever- 
lasting thanks be ascribed unto thee, O 
Father! Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast preserved thy servant from the 
dangers of the seas, and from the plague 
and pestilence which have caused the 
land to mourn. The violence of man 
has also been restrained, and thy provi- 
dential care by night and by day has 
been exercised over thine unworthy ser- 
vant. Acvept, therefore, the 
tribute of a grateful heart for all past 
favours, and be pleased to continue thy 
kindness and mercy towards a needy 
worm of the dust. 

“© thou, who didst covenant with 
Abraham, thy friend, and who didst 
‘renew that covenant with Isaac, and 
confirm the same with Jacob with an 
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oath, that thou wouldst not only give 
them this land for an everlasting inheri- 
tance, but that thou wouldst also re- 
member their seed for ever. Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, have long since closed 
their eyes in death, and made the grave 
their mansion. Their children are scat- 
tered and dispersed abroad among the 
nations of the Gentiles like skeep that 
have no shepherd, and are still looking 
forward for the fulfilment of those 
promises which thou didst make con- 
cerning them ; and even this land, which 
once poured forth nature’s richest bounty, 
and flowed, as it were, with milk and 
honey, has, to a certain extent, been 
smitten with barrenness and sterility 
since it drank from murderous hands the 
blood of him who never sinned. 

Grant, therefore, O Lord, in the name 
of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to remove the barrenness and sterility of 
of this land, and let springs of living 


water break forth to water its thirsty. 


soil. Let the vine and the olive produce 
in their strength, and the fig tree bloom 
and flourish. Let the land become 
abundantly fruitful when possessed b 
its rightful heirs; let it again flow wit 
plenty to feed the returning prodigals 
who come home with a spirit of e 
and supplication ; upon it let the clouds 
distil virtue and richness, and let the 
fields smile with plenty. Let the flocks 
and the herds greatly increase and mul- 
tiply upon the mountains and the hills ; 
as’ let thy great kindness conquer and 
subdue the unbelief of thy people. Do 
thou take from them their stony heart, 
and give them a heart of flesh ; and may 
the Sun of thy favour dispel the cold 
mists of darkness which have beclouded 
their atmosphere. Incline them to 
gather in upon this land according to 
thy word. Let them come like clouds 
and like doves to their windows. Let 
the large: ships of the nations bring 
them from the distant: isles; and let 
kings become their nursing fathers, and 
queens with motherly fondness wipe 
the tear of sorrow from their eye. 
Thou, O Lord, did once move upon 
the heart of Cyrus to shew favour unto 
Jerusalem and her children. Do thou 
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now also be pleased to inspire the hearts 
of kings and the powers of the earth to 
look with a friendly eye towards this 
place, and with a desire to see th 
righteous purposes executed in relation 
thereto. t them know that it is thy 
good pleasure to restore the kingdom 
unto Israel—raise up Jerusalem as its 
capital, and constitute her people 4 
distinct nation and government, with 
David thy servant, even a descendant 
from the loins of ancient David, to be 
their king. 

Let that nation or that people who 
shall take an active part in behalf of 
Abraham’s children, and in the raising 
up of Jerusalem, find favour in thy sight, 
Let not their enemies prevail against 
them,-neither let pestilence or famine 
overcome them, but let the glory of 
Israel overshadow them, and the power 
of the highest protect them; while that 
nation or kingdom that will not serve 
thee in this glorious work must perish, 
according to thy word—‘ Yea, those 
nations shall be utterly wasted.’ 

“Though thy servant is now far from 
his home, and from the land bedewed 
with his earliest tear, yet he remembers, 
O Lord, his friends who are there, and 
family, whom for thy sake he has left. 
Though poverty and privation be our 
earthly lot, yet ah! do Thou richly 
endow us with an inheritance where 
moth and rust do not corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through and steal. 

“The hands that have fed, clothed, 
or shown favour unto the family of th 
servant in his absence, or x shall 
hereafter do so, let them not lose their 
reward, but let a special blessing rest 
upon them, and in thy kingdom let them 
have an inheritance when thou shalt 
come to be glorified in this society. 

“Do thou also look with favour upon 
all those through whose liberality I have 
been enabled to come to this land; and 
in the day when thou shalt reward all 
people according to their works, let these 
also not be past by or forgotten, but in 
time let them be in readiness to enjoy the 
glory of those mansions which Jesus has 
om to prepare. Particularly do thou 
less the stranger in Philadelphia, whow 
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I never saw, bat who sent me gold, with 
a request that I should pra for him in 
Jerusalem. Now, O Lord, let blessings 
come upon him from an unexpected 
quarter, and let his basket be filled, and 
his storehouse abound with plenty, and 
let not the good things of the earth be 
his only portion, but let him be found 
among those to whom it shall be said, 
‘Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, and I will make thee ruler over 


many. 


“QO my father in heaven! I now ask 
thee in the name of Jesus to remember 
Zion, with all her stakes, and with all 
her assemblies. She has been grievously 
afflicted and smitten ; she has mourned ; 
she has wept; her enemies have tri- 
umphed, and have said—‘ Ah, where 
is thy God ?? Her priests and prophets 
have groaned in chains and fetters within 
the gloomy walls of prisons, while many 
were slain, and now sleep in the arms 
of death. How long, O Lord, shall 
iniquity triumph, and sin go unpun- 
ished? 

“Do Thou arise in the majesty of thy 
strength, and make bare thine arm in 
behalf of thy people. Redress their 
wrongs, and turn their sorrow into joy. 
Pour the spirit of light and knowledge, 
grace and wisdom, into the hearts of her 
prophets, and clothe her priests with 
salvation. Let light and knowled 
march forth through the empire of dark- 
ness, and may the honest in heart flow 
to their standard, and join in the march 
to go forth to meet the Bridegroom. 

‘‘ Let a peculiar blessing rest upon the 
presidency of thy Church, for at them 
are the arrows of the enemy directed. 
Be thou to them a sun and a shield, 
their strong tower and hiding place ; and 
in the time of distress or danger be thou 
near to deliver. Also the quorum of 
the Twelve, do thou be pleased to stand 
by, for thou knowest the obstacles which 
we have to encounter, the temptations 
to which we are exposed, and the priva- 
tons which we must suffer. Give us, 
therefore, a according to our day, 
and help us to bear a faithful testimon 
of Jesus and his gospel, and to finis 


with fidelity and honour the work which 
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thou hast given us to do, and then give 
us a place in thy glorious kingdom. 
And let this blessing rest upon every 
faithful officer and member in thy 
Church. And all the glory and honour 
will we ascribe unto God and the Lamb 
for ever and ever. AMEN.” 


On the top of Mount Olives I erected 
a pile of stones as a witness according 
to the ancient custom. On what was 
anciently called Mount Zion, where the 
Temple stood, I erected another, and 
used the rod according to the prediction 
upon my head. 

Ihave found many Jews who listened 
with intense interest. The idea of the 
Jews being restored to Palestine is gain- 
ing ground in Europe almost every day. 
Jerusalem is strongly fortified with man 
cannon upon its walls. The wall is 
ten feet thick on the sides that would be 
most exposed, aud four or five feet 
where the descent from the wall is almost 

rpendicular. The number of inha- 

itants within the walls is about twenty 
thousand. About seven thousand of 
this number are Jews, the balance being 
mostly Turks and Armenians. Many 
of the Jews who are old go to this place 
to die, and many are coming from 
Europe into this Eastern world. The 

reat wheel is unquestionably in mo- 
tion, and the eae of the Almighty 
has declared that it shall roll. 

I have not time to write particulars 
now, but suffice it to gay that my mission 
has been quite as prosperous as I could 

t. 
am now about to go on board a fine 
ship for Triste, and from thence I intend 
to proceed to Regensburgh, and there 
ublish our faith in the German lauguage. 
There are those who are ready and 
willing to assist me. 

I send you this letter by Capt. Withers, 

an English —, who goes direct 


to England on board the Oriental 
steamer. He has come with me from 


Jerusalem. If I had money sufficient I 
should be almost tempted to take passage 
on board of her to England, but this I 
cannot do. 


On receipt of this, I wish you to write 
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oath, that thou wouldst not only give 
them this land for an everlasting inheri- 
tance, but that thou wouldst also re- 
member their seed for ever. Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, have long since closed 
their eyes in death, and made the grave 
their mansion. Their children are scat- 
tered and dispersed abroad among the 
nations of the Gentiles like skeep that 
have no shepherd, and are still looking 
forward for the fulfilment of those 
promises which thou didst make con- 
cerning them ; and even this land, which 
once poured forth nature’s richest bounty, 
and flowed, as it were, with milk and 
honey, has, to a certain extent, been 
smitten with barrenness and sterility 
since it drank from murderous hands the 
blood of him who never sinned. 

Grant, therefore, O Lord, in the name 
of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to remove the barrenness and sterility of 


of this land, and let springs of living | 
water break forth to water its thirstys 


soil. Let the vine and the olive produce 
in their strength, and the fig tree bloom 
and flourish. Let the land become 
abundantly fruitful when possessed b 
its ightfal heirs ; let it n flow wi 
plenty to feed the returning prodigals 
who come home with a spirit of 
and supplication ; upon it let the clouds 
distil virtue and richness, and let the 
fields smile with plenty. Let the flocks 
and the herds greatly increase and mul- 
tiply upon the mountains and the hills ; 
er 4 let thy great kindness conquer an 
subdue the unbelief of thy people. Do 
thou take from them their stony heart, 
and give them a heart of flesh ; and may 
the Sun of thy favour dispel the cold 
mists of darkness which have beclouded 
their atmosphere. Incline them to 
‘jn upon this land according to 
thy word.” Pet them come like clouds 
‘and Hike’ doves to their windows. Let 
the large: ships of the nations bring 
them from the distant isles; and let 
kings become their nursing fathers, and 
veens with motherly fondness wipe 
the tear of sorrow from their eye. 
- Thou, O Lord, did once move upon 
the heart of Cyrus to shew favour unto 
Jerusalem and het children. Do thou 
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now also be pleased to inspire the hearts 
of kings and the powers of the earth to 
look with a friendly eye towards this 
place, and with a desire to see thy 
righteous purposes executed in relation 
thereto. t them know that it is thy 
good “or ma to restore the kingdom 
unto Israel—raise up Jerusalem as its 
capital, and constitute her people a 
distinct nation and government, with 
David thy servant, even a descendant. 
from the loins of ancient David, to be 
their king. 

Let that nation or that people who 
shall take an active part in behalf of 
Abraham’s children, and in the raising 
up of Jerusalem, find favour in thy sight. 
Let not their enemies prevail against 
them,-neither let pestilence or famine 
overcome them, but let the glory of 
Israel overshadow them, and the power 
of the highest protect them; while that 
nation or kingdom that will not serve 
thee in this glorious work must peri 
according to thy word—‘ Yea, those 
nations shull be utterly wasted.’ 

“Though thy servant is now far from 
his home, and from the land bedewed 


_ with his earliest tear, yet he remembers, 


O Lord, his friends who are there, and 
family, whom for thy sake he has left. 
Though poverty and privation be our 

y lot, yet ah! do Thou richly 
endow us with an inheritance where 
moth and rust do not corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through and steal. 

“The hands that have fed, clothed, 
or shown favour unto the famil gph | 
servant in his absence, or rkas 
hereafter do so, let them not lose their 
reward, but let a special blessing rest 
upon them, and in thy kingdom let them 
have an inheritance when thou shalt 
come to be glorified in this society. 

“ Do thou also look with favour upon 
all those through whose liberality I have 
been enabled to come to this land; and 
in the day when thou shalt reward all 
people according to their works, let these 


also not be past by or forgotten, bat in 
time let them be in readiness to enjoy the 
glory of those mansions which Jesus has 
ne to proves. Particularly. do thou 
less the stranger in Philadelphia, 


whow 


as 
. 
ye 
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I never saw, bat who sent me gold, with 
a request that I should pray for him in 
Jerusalem. Now, O Lord, let blessings 
come upon hit an unexpected 
quarter, and let his basket be filled, and 
his storelouse abound with plenty, and 
let not the good things of the earth be 
his only portion, but Jet him be found 
among those to whom it shall be said, 
‘Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, and I will] make thee ruler over 


many. 


y 
“O my father in heaven! I now ask 
thee in the name of Jesus to remember 
Zion, with all her stakes, and with all 
her assemblies. She has been grievously 
afflicted and smitten ; she has mourned ; 
she has wept; her enemies have tri- 
umphed, and have said—‘ Ah, where 
is thy God ?’ Her priests and prophets 
have groaned in chains and fetters within 
the gloomy walls of prisons, while many 
were slain, and now sleep in the arms 
of death. How long, O Lord, shall 
iniquity triumph, and sin go unpun- 
a Thou arise 

“Do in the majesty of th 
strength, and make bare lee’ arm in 
behalf of thy people. Redress their 
wrongs, and turn their sorrow into joy. 


Pour the spirit of light and knowledge, 


grace and wisdom, into the hearts of her 
prophets, and clothe her priests with 
vation. Let light and knowled 
march forth through the empire of dark- 
ness, and may the honest in heart flow 
to their standard, and join in the march 
to go forth to meet the Bridegroom. 
“Let a peculiar blessing rest upon the 
presidency of thy Church, for at them 
are the arrows of the enemy directed. 
Be thou to them a sun and a shield, 
their strong tower and hiding place ; and 
in the time of distress or danger be thou 
near to deliver. Also the quorum of 
the Twelve, do thou be pleased to stand 
by, for thou knowest the obstacles which 
which we are exposed, and the priva- 
tions which we must suffer. Give us, 
therefore, strength according to our day, 
and help us to a faithful testimon 
of Jesus and his , and to fini 
with fidelity and honour the work which 
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thou hast given us to do, and then give 
us a place in thy glorions kingdom. 
And let this blessing rest upon every 
faithful officer and member in thy 
Church. And all the glory and honour 
will we ascribe unto God ‘and the Lamb 
for ever and ever. AMEN.” 


On the top of Mount Olives I erected 
a pile of stones as a witness according 
to the ancient custom. On what was 
anciently called Mount Zion, where the 
Temple stood, I erected another, and 
used the rod according to the prediction 
upon my head. | 
Ihave found many Jews who listened 
with intense interest. The idea of the 
Jews being restored to Palestine is gain- 
ing ground in Europe almost every day. 
Jerusalem is strongly fortified with man 
cannon upon its walls. The wall is 
ten feet thick on the sides that would be 
most exposed, aud four or five feet 
where the descent from the wall is almost 
rpendicular. The number of inha- 
itants within the walls is about twenty 
thousand. About seven thousand of 
this number are Jews, the balance being 
mostly Turks and Armenians. Many 
of the Jews who are old go to this place 
to die, and many are coming from 


Europe into this world. The 
eat wheel is unquestionably in mo- 
tion, and the word of the Almighty 


has declared that it shall roll. 

I have not time to write particulars 
now, but suffice it to gay that my mission 
has been quite as prosperous as I could 


t. 

f am now about to go on board a fine 
ship for Triste, and from thence I intend 
to proceed to Regensburgh, and there 

ublish our faith in the German lauguage. 
There are those who are ready and 
willing to assist me. 

I send you this letter by Capt. Withers, 
an English gentleman, who goes direct 
to England on board the Oriental 
steamer. He has come with me from 
Jerusalem. If I had money sufficient I 
should be almost tempted to take p 


assage 
on board of her to England, but this I 
cannot do. 


~ On receipt of this, I wish you to write 


7 . 
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to me immediately, and direct to Regens- 
burgh, on the Danube, Beyern, or 
Bavaria. If you know any thing of my 
bon ‘reaper urself and 
‘ts to yo an 
family, to brothers i and Snow, 
— all the saints in England. : 

y grace, mercy, an ce, from 
God our Father, Lord 
Jesus Christ, rest upon you all from 
this time, henceforth, and for ever. 


AMEN. 
Your brother in Christ, 
Orson Hype. 
P.S.—Mr. Gager died on the 15th 
instant, at four o'clock in the afternoon. 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


EARTHQUAKES. 
(From the Preston Pilot.) 

Up tothe 10th of November a series 
of storms and earthquakes have desolated 
parts of the Two Sicilies and Calabria, 
a region of volcanic fires. The people 
are ina state of great alarm; and from 
the mischief already. done, it is frightful 
to apprehend what ravages may follow. 
The meteorvlogical phenomena through- 
out the larger portion of Europe for the 
last.two or three months have been of 
an uncommon and unsettled character, 
and the weather generally severe. On 
the 26th of September extraordinary 
perturbations occurred in etic ob- 
servations at Greenwich and elsewhere. 


DESTRUCTIVE EARTHQUAKES IN CEN- 
-TRAL AMERICA. 

(From the Liverpool Albion, Dec. 13.) 

By a letter received from Central 
America by the last Jamaica packet, it 
appears that the entire city of Cartago, 
containing a population of 10,000 per- 
sons, was. destroyed by an earthquake 
early in the morning of September 2nd, 
‘though, as nearly all the inhabitants 
had previously risen, but few (not more 
than forty or fifty persons) were killed 
or wounded. This earthquake occurred 
without previous warning; .and was 
connected with an eruption of the well 
known volcano about -three Jeagues dis- 
tant. A smart shock of the same earth- 
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quake was at the same time felt in the — 
town of San Jose, not far distant, at 
which place the earth trembled for 
several days subsequent, but not much 
damage done there. 


ATMOSPHERIC PHENOMENON. 

From the Liverpool Albion, Dec. 13. 

A luminous and electric ball was seen 
in the sky over Windermere on the 25th 
assum shapes of a pyramid, a 
flame, a spiral serpent, the figure of the — 
letter Z, very brilliant at its angles, and 
dine of a compressed crescent, when it 


_ A well known correspondent of the 
Liverpool Albion, signing himself “R.” 
of Prescott, on subjects, 
writes thus in that paper of the 6th inst.: 

“ God will not be mocked in his de- 
signs on earth, but the forms of light 
and the clouds may yet instruct them of 
their deficiencies. Never before did I 
see such funereal, such lugubrious and 
portentous visions of sky evil as for two 
months have hovered over us. Neyer 
within the memory of man did such 
clouds produce such successions of thun- 
der storms, inundations, and hurricanes. 
The locust, the horse-resembling, the 
crucial, the palmated, the sheaf-reared 
ensign of Ceres, the funereal meshlike, 
the serpentine, the snake rod-like : these 
have never failed to be the sequents of 


forms of light more terrible than they, 


and which seem to have been prepared 
to exhaust over our land a magazine of 
evil, of which none of us can yet pro- 
claim the end, and of which, it is more 


than probable, we have only seen the 


beginning. Be warned, ye great ones 
of ee lend, for God's ae is on the 
wheel of nature, working it towards 4 
nation’s destruction, Once more I say, 
be warned !” | 


OUR DUTY TO THE POOR. 


It is the duty of the several branches 
ofthe Church to do all: can in 
righteousness for industrious and 
suffering poor who are among them, 


€ 


upon. 


EDITORIAL 
those of the household of 


faith. But at the same time they should 
take due caution lest they are im 


Now in order to do this, itis not 
for members to travel from one 
neh to another to solicit charity, Sc. 
First, each branch has its own poor, 
with whom they are well. acquainted, 
and of whom they are prepared to 
judge, and these are all they are able to 
Secondly, if this principle of itinerant 
ing were suffered, a dishonest man, 
who would rather lounge than work, 
might live for years—a day or two in 
one branch, and so in another, and 
never seek employment. This would 
open the temptation for hundreds of 
others, and in a few months hundreds 
of dishonest persons might be turned 
loose upon the churches under the name 
of saints in distress. We have heard of 
some of late who came through different 
branches with a recommend from some 
elder, and who, on pretence of going to 
some place of relief, or to work, 
have lived a day or two on one branch, 
and a day or two on another, perha 
not more than two miles, or one mile 
distant from each other, and thus they 
have idled away their time, and im 
upon the simple, while perhaps the in- 


dustrious poor, or the faithful ministers 
of the gospel, have been neglected. 
These things are painful to the heart 


of the saints, and must be effectually 
done away. 

Men sometimes come to us for a line 
to certify their membership, and then 
make use of it to influence the different 
branches to help them. We therefore 
wish it to be distinctly understood that 
no line or certificate of membership from 


us is to be construed into a paper to - 


influence itinerant begging. 

While, on the other hand, we h 
that the hearts of the saints will ever 
open to afford a night's lodging or a 
morsel of bread to the suffering stranger 
ei may be providentially thrown among 


Again, many ‘industrious and faithful 
brethren may be destitute of employment, 
and may need.a helping hand to enable 
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them to emigrate toa land where bread 
is cheap and work plenty. Now we 
would recommend that those who are 
able LEND the means for them to emi- 
grate instead of bestowing the means 
tis, because those brethren, as far as 
ey are able-bodied, can pay them 
again when they are in a land of labour 
and bread; and if they have it to give 
they can give it to the sick and the 
afflicted, the widow and the fatherless, 
or for the support of the ministry, or to 
build the cities and temples of our 
God.—Eb, 


She Millennial Star. 


Mancuester, Jan. Ist, 1842. 


Eighteen hundred and forty-one is 
numbered with the past. Its hopes, its 
fears, its joys and sorrows, its pains and 

leasures, all are gone—for ever gone ! 

e recording angel of eternity and 
time has deposited in the archives of 
the tabernacle of heaven another volume, 
another year’s history of the deeds of all 
living. ere they stand in unfadi 
colours, on imperishable materials, an 
not one sentence can ever be abated or 
erased from the page of stern unalter- 
able truth. The wars, the yrs : 
of nations with eac 

ride, luxury, extravagance, 

of , nobles, and 
hypocrisy, covetousness, and 
abominations of blind guides, under the 
name of Rev. Priests—-the crimes of the 
le, and ially the 11s of re- 
lieioes bigots, which ey have published 
against the Saints during the past + 
—all, all stand recorded on the unfading 
page, to be read before the face, and in 
the ears of the assembled universe, in 

ee of restitution. 
en will the ungodly hide 
themselves? Would they not give 
worlds that one sentence could be al- 
tered,—that a single word could be 
blotted out? The of enslaved 
millions, who toil while others sleep, 
and who fast or faint while others feast— 
the cries of the oppressed, the sorrows 


iall 
espe 
. 
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and sufferings of the poor, the tears of 
the widow and fatherless—have ascended 
high ; they have come up before the 
throne of judgment—they have entered 
the ears of Israel's God, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places while the souls 
of those who have been slain for the tes- 
timony of Jesus are joining with these 
in mutual cries for vengeance on the 


earth. 

On the other hand, the patience, the 
labours, the perseverence,’ the virtues, 
the long-sufferings, the gentleness, the 

ess, the brotherly kindness, the 

ity, the meekness, the forbearance, 

the zeal, and the faith of the servants of 

the Most High, are recorded to stand as 

a memorial in that day when it shall be 
- paid, “ Come ye blessed,” &c. 

Happy is het ton who can say that 
the record of the past, as relates to him- 
self, reads as he could wish it to read. 
Who can look back upen his own his- 

and say “It reads as I would choose 
jo fey it read, if I could live the same 
time over again?” Who (even among 
those who desire to do good) can trace 
the record of 1841, line by line, sen- 
tence by sentence, in relation to their 
own deeds, and not wish a single sen- 
tence to read otherwise ? Methinks we 
should all be glad of the opportunity of 


ising the record. But, alas! that 
peat hes passed for over, 
ad “ What is writen, is writen.” 
Yet there is one thing remains for us 
to do,. and that is this :—Let 1842, and 
all succeeding years as far as they are 
allotted unto us, be spent as we wish our 
history to read. In short, let the future 
be a revised edition of the past; that 
when the volume of our life is finished, 


we may never blush when the page for 
1842 is opened, and so on to the word 
finis.” 


The year 1841" has been an eventful 
one with the saints of light. ‘The heralds 
_ of truth have gone forth from the wilder- 
ness; their voices have been heard afar 
off. The islands of the seas have been 
made glad—the poor and meek have in- 
ereased their joy, while the strongholds 
of priestcraft, error, and superstition 
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have been made to tremble, as if about 
to fall to dissolution. The church in 
the land of Zion has been gathering 
strength, and gradually recovering from 
that awful storm of persecution which 
had been hurled — her during the 
previous years. She has increased in 
numbers, and has enlarged her borders 
throughout the length and breadth of 
that land, and will soon be able to 
“ arise and loose herself from the bands 
of her neck,” and shine forth, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
any are the signs and ju nts 

which have to record 
during the past year, and which to us 
are sure tokens of Messiah’s coming and 
kingdom, while to the wicked they are 
so many tokens of perdition and des- 
truction, | 

But we come now to of the 
future. To the natural mind the present 
year seems to be ushered in with the 
prospect of universal . ‘The war 
with China and India ap to be 
nearly concluded ; and all observers are 
ready to say and safety,” But 
eek well !—it 1s like the deceitful calm 
which precedes a frightftl tempest. The 
sword of ve ce hangs over the 
heads of many nations. A little cloud, 
like a man’s hand, is discerned above the 
horizon, and ere long the war clouds 
will gather with dark and threatenin 
aspect, the roar of its artillery will soun 
dismal in the distance; its lightnings 
will flash terrific, and the clash of arms 
will deluge the plains in crimson gore; 
for the day of vengeance is close at Foal 
and the year of redeemed will soon 
come. en shall that which is written 
come to pass, “ The ransomed of the 
— 8 — and come to Zion, 
with son everlasting joy. Th 
shall obtain joy and 
row and cage be flee away.” 
1842 will be an eventful 
year with the Saints of the Most Hi 
God, for the increase of faith, 


oe truth, and the rolling forth of 
e kingdom of God. It is a year in 
which signs, and wonders, and judge- 
ments, tind thé power of Ged in the! , 


7 
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filment of prophecy will be more fully 

the king saints is 
work ’ for true cal righteous are his 
judgments. 

We publish in another column an 
interesting communication from Elder 
Hyde, which will be with pecu- 
liar interest by the saints, and by all 
who feel interested in Jerusalem and 
the Jews, 

It appears that Elder Hyde has suf- 
fered much, being several days without 
food, and at other times living on snails, 
but the Lord has preserved him thus far 
of 
as well as u of robbers, 
thieves, and naan while a mis- 
sionary of another order has fallen by 
his side, being called away by death. 
For this preservation we feel truly 
thankful, and we pray that God may 
still preserve him, and restore him in 
safety to his family and friends. 

rough his persevering exertions, 
and the prayer offered up on the Mount 
of Olives, the land is now consecrated, 
and dedicated to the Lord for the resto- 
ration of Israel. It would seem by the 
war which is raging im that country that 
the ground is being disencumbered of 
the Catholics and other barbarian tribes, 
and is being vacated for the Jews, while 
seven thousand now dwell in Jerusalem, 
and great numbers of others in other 
parts of that land. 

But O! when we read the prayer 
offered up on the holy mount—the 
same place where Jesus often prayed, 
yea the mount from which he ascended, 
and upon which he will again set his 
feet-—when we reflect that God’s 
nant le (Israel) were prayed for 
Zion and all her 
were rememhered there—that the chains 
and fetters which we have worn, the 
dungeons where we have been confined 
for the testimony of Jesus, were men- 
tioned there before the Lord—and that 
prayer recorded both in heaven and on 
earth to stand as an imperishable memo- 
rial to all generations, and to be an- 
swered y upon the wicked—when 
Wwe reflect’ upon all these things, our 
feelings are too intense for utterance ; 


REMARKS. 139 


cannot be written; but when the 
nations behold it fulfilled, and Zion 
and Je.usalem become the joy of the 
whole earth, then will this prayerand | 
the mission connected with it come into 
honourable remembrance. Which ma 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 


i t, in the name of Jesus 
— gran | 


We learn that the Protestant clergy 
and their followers, who are afraid to 
discuss the doctrines of truth, in order 
to traduce the characters of the saints 
(in imitation of old times) have hired 
another Balaam (or Brindley) to curse 
in their stead. Now we say to this tool; 
that although he do nothing but lie and 
rail, we take his invectives asso many 
compliments to our cause. Perha 
others may make him feel the weight of 
the strong arm of the outraged laws of 
England, for his abominable and libel- 
lous course against us. He and the 
clergy have conceived mischief, and as 
a natural bring forth 
iniquity, an onour. They 
ae hold ther craft, and 

a ric est 0 i fit 
pe such venomous 
hired serpant may spit at us. 

We have no doubt that their gladiator 
would take his oath that all his fictions 
are realties. 

As drowning men catch at straws, so 
it would seem the clergy catch at every 
idle tale, in order to employ it as a 
weapon to impede the march of truth, 
which is now traversing this great em- 
- with mighty strides. As well might 

impede the progress of 
the sun as he travels in the greatness of 
his strength through the broad expanse 
of heaven, or to es his rays at 
noon day, or hurl the ets from their 
orbits, as to imagine for a moment that 
their puny efforts Will stay the work 
which the creator of the universe 
hath set his hand to accomplish. 


PURSE AND SCRIP. 


Feeling that a few observations ‘will 
be useful at present on the subject of the 
support of the servants of God, we offer 
a A remarks under the aboye head. 

While the Lord has pointed out a 


hd ¥ 
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suitable way in his word, and made 
ample provision whereby the faithful 
servants whom he sends shall lack for 
nothing, the children of men have run 
to two extremes opposite to each other, 


and both erroneous. To correct these 
extremes, and call attention to the Lord’s 
own way, is our object at present. 

Firstly,— Almost all Christendom 
have heeped to themselves teachers who 
teach for hire, and therefore (if the 
Saviour can be credited) care not for 
the flock. 


Secondly,—Others se: this evil, 


| and =—* remedy it, have taught 
the people men who are really sent 
should not only 


g° without purse or 
> but that they should receive 
nothing for their page or ex 
or that of their family, and 
people should not give any thing. 
Now we would ask, — How shall 
their be paid? Must they stay 
at home and work a few years, and lay 
by sixpence a week, and then go and 
dit? or must they steal, rob, beg, or 
ig money? or is the Lord so fearful of 
displeasing the children of men by a 
demand upon their purses that he, rather 
than.require them to exercise their 
ah 


ses, 
the 


ould send angels and ravens to 
nourish hig servants in all cases ? 
“gpiestions need no answer.’ It 
is plain Rnd self evident that such a 
doctrine is grossly erroneous, and only 
comes from an over zeal to oppose 


‘What then is the true doctrine in 
regard to these matters ? 

In answer to this we would say that 
no man should be hired, and thus make 
ing a trade. Secondly, No man 
o before le is sent. Thirdly, 
He should not take thought to provide 
himself purse or scrip, or a quantity of 
clothing beforehand, so as to be at his 
own charges, but should go by faith in 
the promises of that God who sent him. 
It then becomes the people’s duty to 
feed him, clothe him, entertain him 
kindly, to bear his ses from place 
to place, and to aid his family, if he 
has one, whose circumstances will not 


England, except in some cases where 
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enable them to support themselves. _ 

But how shall they do this if he 
teaches them thar they need net do it? 
It therefore becomes his duty to tell 
them he has come without providing 
himself purse or scrip, and therefore 
he expects them to have the kindness to 
contribute freely and liberally to all his 
necessities, while thase who are hirelings 
need nosuch contributions. Now those 
who have taught otherwise would do 
well to say with Paul, “ forgive me this 
wrong,” and then hereafter teach the 
their duty | 

Itis true, Paul refused money or su 

from one or two branches of 

church, and would not take anything 
from them. How then did he obtain 
his support? Let him answer; he says 
as follows :—*“ J robbed other churches, 
taki s of them.” And he further 
says t be did this in order that he 
might glory im making the g with- 
out charge in these other branches. 

But he acknowledges this to be wrong, 
and asks their forgiveness, but still 
persists in that wrong. Now, it was 
unreasonable in him to ask them to for- 
give him while he stil/ persisted in the 


wrong. 
Well, there have been many Pauls in 
this among Latter-Day Saints 
in England. They would rob other 
branches, or even look for money from 
their fellow labourers ; and at the same 
— offered them 
ose who sat under their preaching ; 

this in order to glory. 
Now, if they would, like Paul, be for- 
given of this wrong let them repent, and 
Editor of this paper will begin with 
himself. First, then, I do not recollect 
of having refused money in one single 
instance where it has been offered me in 


the giver was extremely needy ; and in 
that case I was conscience-bound, 
therefore did not wrong by refusing. — 
Now, if my enemies accuse me of re- 
fusing to take money when offered, by 


those who could it, accuse me 
falsely. Nor do (ike Paul) to 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Liverpool, Dec. 14, 1841. 
Elder Pratt, 

Beloved Brother in Christ,—Having 
finished my labours in the regions of 
Bedford and Birmingham, I arrived in 
Liverpool on the 28th of October, on 
my way to my family in New York. 

I found on ‘my arrival that large pla- 
cards were posted through the town that 
I would preach on the following Sab- 
bath in the Music Hall, and in the 
evening give my reasons for renouncing 
the doctrines of Methodism and em- 
bracing the doctrines and principles of 
the Church of Christ of Latter-Da 
Saints. When evening came the people 
were quite in a ferment. The Music 
Hall was filled to overflowing, there 
being more than 2,000 people present. 
At the close some of the good Christians 
(so called) began to disturb the meeting. 
I arose and told them we had taken that 
place to worship God in, but if any of 
them thought he could prove our doc- 
trine false, he should have an opportu- 
nity in fair open discussion. After the 
close of the meeting, a Mr. J. B. Philips, 
of the Church of England, came forward 
and desired to discuss the subject. He 
said he considered himself fully compe- 
tent to prove our doctrine false. 

Arrangements were soon completed. 

The discussion was to be held in the 
Queen’s Theatre, the subject heing the 
Book of Mormon and our gy 
and to continue three evenings. 
Bible was to be the rule of evidence by 
which all decisions were to be made. 
Each chose a chairman, aud they chose 
a third as an arbitrator between them. 

Mr. Philips nominated Dr. Wetherall, 
a highly le medical gentleman 
of pms belonging to no religious 
a This gentleman had never 
attended our meetings, and was an entire 
stranger to myself and the saints, and 
our opponents, in nominating him, said 
they knew him to be an ps yer man, 
a gentleman, and a man of truth, and 
80 I found him. 

I opened the discussion by showing 
that the Bible did not contain all the 
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word of God, but that it spoke of 
books written by a , which, if th 
had been in the Bible, would be Bib 
just as much as any of the books already 
contained in it. 

I then set forth that the Book of Mor- 
mon was the book spoken of by Isaiah, 
29th chap., and also that it was the 
record of Joseph in the hands of 
Ephraim, to be brought forth in the last 
days, just previous to the gathering of 
dsrael, and this in fullfiment of the 37th 
of Ezekiel, and many other plain pro- 
phetic declarations. 

When my opponent arose, he seemed 
astonished that I should prove the Book 
of Mormon true by the Bible; and I 
believe it soon 
appeared that he knew nothing of the 
chases of the Bible. He “hid not 
attempt to answer my ments, but 
enquired of the people if he should ex- 
amine the characters of the saints. Of 
course some cried out, “‘ Yes,” for some 
of the priests were present, and they 
saw that their craft was in dan He 
then commenced slandering and belying 
our elders, calling them “ money dig- 
gers, “ Gold Bible Company,” “ ban- 

itti,” and many other such like terms, 
embracing all manner of evil falsely 
against us, for Christ's sake. 

To these things I replied that if he 
wished to examine characters we would 
commence between our two selves, but 
that I thought we had come before the 

ublic to discuss doctrine not characters. 

then asked him to prove one of those 
charges against me, as I was an elder, 
and all the elders were accused. At this 
time some of the le cried out “ His 
name is not Philips, but Boyd.” Others’ 
cried out for him to pay the old woman 
in the market for the eggs and butter 
that he had cheated her out of some 
years since, when his name was Boyd. 
At this he jumped up in a tremendous 
rage, and protested against an examina- 
tion of characters. 1 began to find that 
“something was rotten in Denmark.” 
So much for the character of this cham- 
pion of the devil and the sectarians. 

He said no more about character. —_ 

On the third evening, having failed to 
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disprove one of our principles, he, b 
the council of his friends, 
brought with him a glass of poison, and 
said if I would drink it they would all 
be Latter-Day Saints, althongh he had 
- previously said that all our doctrines 
and principles came from hell. I re- 
plied, that I understood the Bible (not 
ison) was to be the rule of evidence, 
bat if he would point out one single 


place in the-New Testament where a, who presided 


servant of God ever drank poison to 
convince a set of ungodl 
the truth of the religion of the blessed 
Jesus, I would then be willing to do the 
same. This he failed to do, and being 
his last resourse, he lost theday. Ona 
show of hands more than one half of the 
entire congregation held up their hands 
in our favour. ’ 
to prove a single point against 
us, and said "het. I had proved every 
point, the Bible being 
ence. 


I would here state that the name of 


Mr. Wetherall deserves to be cherished 
by every lover of truth for his noble and 
disinterested conduct in this discussion, 


not because he gave his decision in our 
favour, but because that he throughout 


the discussion proved himself to be 
(“one of the noblest works of God”) 
an honest man. 3 

After the above I continued labouring 
in the ministry in Liverpool for above 
four weeks, during which time I held 
two more di 


Socialist lecturer. This gentleman and 
his friends treated me wi 


respect and 


kindness, and I will say that as a people 


they acted much more Christian-like 
than any sectarian con ion I have 
seen since my arrival in England. My 
prayer is shat they. may be led into the 


A ifew days after the above a Mr. 
Brin advertised to lecture against 
the Latter-Day Saints, and s that 
any one was at liberty to three- 
quarters.of an hour, and then he would 
reply. I went to hear his lecture; a 


clergyman of the Church of England 
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took the chair. Mr B.then commenced | 


infidels of 


rule of 


discussions, one in the Hall 
of Science, with a Mr. M‘Intosh, a 


slandering , misrep resenting, and, | 
believe, wilfully lying against the Saints 
in a most shameful manner. At the 
close, I arose and challenged him to 
meet me in a fair open discussion on 
equal terms. He avoided giving me an 
answer to the challenge, and himself, 
chairman, and party, treated me in the 
most shameful manner. The clergyman 
roved himself to be a 
reverend liar, by stating that I should 
have an opportunity at the close of the 
meeting to put any question to Mr. 
Brindley that I wished. After the 
chairman and Mr. B. had both pledged 
their word to that effect, I waved the 
settling of the challenge until the cldse 
of the meetiug ; and then one of the 
most disagreeable scenes took place that 
I have witnessed, viz., oy poe that 
one of our elders had prayed for a sick 
child, whose parents had no faith, and 
the child was not healed. This in their 
estimation proved the doctrine false. 
But the twelve apostles all tried to heal 
the sick in one instance, and could not, 
and Jesus told them that this kind com- 
eth not out but by prayer and fasting. 
But if the Latter-Day Saints cannot 
cast out every kind without fasting or 
faith either, then they are considered 
impostors. After this they proved some- 
thing still more wonderful, viz., that 
one of the Latter-Day Saints had died 
in London, and this (they said) proved 
clearly that we had not the gift of heal- 
ing in the Church. Yet they are will- 
ing to admit that the former saints 
had the gifts of healing, although they 
all died. Paul could advise Timothy to 
take a little wine for his stomach’s sake 
and his often infirmities—he could leave 
his fellow labourer at Milletus sick, 
because he had not faith to be healed; 
but in this enlightened age every one 
must be healed, faith or no faith, and 
no one must die, or it proves us to be 
all imposters. Well, as I before stated, 
Mr. B. and his chairman proved them- 


selves guilty of the most wilful falsehood 


by denying me the privilege of saying 


one word. I told them of their promise, . 
but they said they did not care, and 


ay, 
< 
>. 
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again forbid me saying another word on 
the platform. 

On the following day they published 
that I should attend at the Theatre in 
the evening to prove that we could work 
miracles. This he did to get a full 
honse and line his pockets by deception 
and lies. 

On the following week I publicly 
challenged Mr. Brindley, or any secta- 
rian priest in — to discuss our 
principles, but no Mr. Brindley made 
his appearance, nor will he ever, for he 
is fearful to be tried by the word of God, 
knowing that it condemns him on almost 
every page. 

Thus, you see, this mighty champion, 
this tool of sectarianism, dare not meet 
in fair open discussion, well a 
that if he should do so his iniquity an 
falsehood would be made manifest to all 


en. 

I also held a discussion two evenings 
with a Mr. Stevenson, a Wesleyan 
minister, who me in a ve 
gentlemanly manner, and acknowledged 
to the people that many of our Ss 
were true, especially the gifts, blessings, 
and signs following the believers in all 

, in proof of which he quoted John 
Wesley's notes on the New Testament, 
thereby proving thut there are very few 
Wesleyan ministers in these days. The 
fact is they are almost all done away, 
as well as every thing else that is good. 
At the close of the discussion Mr. Ste- 
venson did not wish a show of hands on 
the subject, but wished every one to 
judge for themselves. 

Sunday evening, Dec. Sth, I 
delivered my farewell address to re. 
people of Liverpool. It was on t 
a a of restoration. We had the 
largest congregation ever assembled in 
the hall with the saints. There was 
said to be two thousand five hundred 
people present. It was a time long to 

remembered. At the close the whole 
congregation, with the exception of a 
dozen or two, arose and gave me theit 
noe or good wishes. Hundreds are 

eving, and many are being baptized 
from week to week—prejudice is giving 
way on every side, and the prospect 
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brightens for a mighty ingathcring of 
the honest in heart. 
friends have kindly ‘supplied my tem- 


ral wants—my passage is now paid, 
I expect to England 
row for New York; and in leaving this 
country, I bear my testimony that the 
saints in this land are a kind, warm- 
hearted Tr They have always 
ministered to my necessities, and their 
kindness will never be forgotten hy me 
while heaven gives me intellect. My 
sincere prayer is that God may reward 
them for all their kindness to his 
servants. 


I must now close by subscribing my- 
self your friend and brother in the new 
and everlasting covenant, 

Georce J. Apams. 


Bedford, 5th October, 1841. 
Beloved Brother Pratt, 

Having finished my 
labours in this region of country, and 
being about to leave for Birmingham 
and Liverpool, on my way to the city 
of New York, I conceive that it may not 
be uninteresting to the readers of your 
valuable periodical to see a short account 
of the p ty of the Church of 
Christ and the onward march of truth in 
this place and its vicinity. 

Since I wrote to you in June last, at 
which time the Church in this whole 
region of country numbered about one 
hundred members, the truth has been 
rolling forth with power; and through 
the assistance of the united efforts and 
oe zeal of Elder Joseph Brother- 
ton and the priests in this region, aided 
by the spirit of the Most High God, we 
now number nearly two hundred. 


In look- 


which was in April last, I see great 


cause to rejoice and praise the name of ' 


the Lord. The Church then numbgged 
about fifty members and three priests ; 
now there are nearly four times that 


| 

The gifts and blessings of the spirit 

of God are extensively enjoyed by the 

Saints, particularly the gifts of healing, 

tongues, and interpretations. —s 

ing back to the time that I was sent 

here to take 7 of the Church, 


